
Lions of Wyoming, welcome to the 2026 Wyoming State Lions Convention! 
Big Horn Lions has chosen to host the Wyoming State Lions convention in 
Sheridan this year. The Wyoming State Lions Convention committee, chaired 
by PDG Gary Roadifer wish to offer you a convention designed to give every 
Lion an opportunity to: meet and socialize with current Lion friends and 
make new Lion friends, support a Big Horn Lions service project, celebrate 
the service you have provided to your communities, and learn what Lions 
International and District 15 can offer to help you "Serve". PID Robert "Ski" 
Marcinkowski, from Alaska, will be our guest and will speak at our banquet 
Saturday evening and will give us an opportunity to interact with him in an 
informal QA session. 

The convention theme this year “Lions on Deck” is based on the 250th 
anniversary of the United States of America and the all-American pastime, 
baseball. 

Please, come, enjoy the fellowship with fellow Lions, and Have Fun! 

Yours in Service,  

DG Ron Leathers 

We Serve Wyoming 

Come, enjoy the fellowship! 
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Wyoming Lions Welcome International Director 
Robert “Ski” Marcinkowski 

Robert “Ski” Marcinkowski of Fairbanks, Alaska, United States, was 
elected to serve a two-year term as an international director of Lions 
International at the association’s 106th international convention in 
Melbourne, Australia, June 21 through June 25, 2024.  

Director Marcinkowski is both a retired Army aviator and a U.S. 
Department of Defense civil servant. During his 23 years of service in the 
United States Army, he flew numerous types of helicopters and was the 
commander of Fort Greely, Alaska. During his civil service career, he 
managed Air Force and Army airfields, worked division-level operations 
and plans and culminated his career as the director of plans and 
operations at the Logistics Readiness Center, where he served as deputy 
for all installation logistics at Fort Wainwright in Alaska.  

Director Marcinkowski is a charter member of the Interior Baseball 
Lions Club, where he served the baseball community since 2003. He held 
several offices within the association including club president, club 
secretary, zone chairperson, district governor, first and second vice district 
governor, club, district, and multiple district LCIF coordinator and council 
chairperson, among many other positions.  

In recognition of his service to the association, Director Marcinkowski 
received numerous awards, including multiple Lion of the Year Awards, 
multiple International President Leadership Certificates, multiple 
International President’s Certificates of Appreciation and International 
President’s Medals. He is also a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow and a 
Lions Legacy Society member.  

In addition to his Lion activities, Director Marcinkowski served on the 
Alaska State Veterans Advisory Council, local school board, and local 
platting board among several other volunteer positions. He is also a 
member of the Army Aviation Association of America and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and coached high school and American Legion baseball 
teams for 13 years. Director Marcinkowski and his wife, Janis, a past 
district governor and Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow, have two children 
and one grandchild. 
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Theme: Lions On Deck, We Serve 

Thursday April 23 – Golf Tournament sponsored by Story Lions
           Contact Larry Durante, bighorn@vcn.com. 

Friday April 24 

9:00 am Service Project 

Lunch on your own 

1:00 pm Lions of Wyoming Foundation Meeting 
1:00 pm Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Bank Board Meeting 
1:00 pm Class Sessions: 

LCI Website & Lions Portal – PCC Jim Reynolds, Lion Glenda Reynolds, PDG David Orr 
Zone Chair – DGE Amy Bomgarnder, PDG Gary Roadifer 

2:00 pm Service Project (Sorting Eyeglasses) 
Friday afternoon – Visiting sights in the Sheridan  (See page 6) 
5:45 pm – Energizer -PDG Gary Roadifer 
6:00 pm All American dinner  
7:00 - 9:00 pm Games/Auction 
9:00 – 11:30 pm – Hospitality Oasis Bar and Lounge  

Saturday, April 25 

7:00 am to 8:30 am Breakfast Hosted by Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Bank  
8:45 – 9:45 am – LoWF, AHSLC, Camp Challenge Report  
9:45-11:15 – Break   
9:45 – 11:15 am District Cabinet Meeting  
11:15 – 11:45 am Celebration of Life  
12:00 Noon – 1:15 pm Lunch Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Institute Foundation annual meeting 

   District Peace Poster Winner 
1:30 - 3:00 pm Speed Learning (LCIF, RMLEB Grant Writing, Membership Growth, Service 

  Carnivals, LCI Grants, RMLEIF, Plus Optic, Leos) 
3:00 – 3:15 pm – Break 
3:15 – 4:00 pm Elections  
4:15 - 5:00 pm Meet International Guest ID Ski Marcinkowski 
6:00 – 7:00 pm Social Hour  
7:00 – 9:00 pm District Governor’s Banquet – LCI Guest - ID Ski Marcinkowski 
???? – 11:30 pm – Hospitality Oasis Bar and Lounge 

Sunday, April 27 

Breakfast - on your own  
9:00 - 10:30 Summit Committee 
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Make Your Reservations Now 
Ramada Plaza by Wyndham, Sheridan Wyoming 

1809 Sugarland Dr., Sheridan, WY 82801 
$74 for Queen; $84 for King or Double if reserving room by Friday, April 10, 2026 

Standard reservation rates apply after Friday April 10, 2026 
 

For reservations call 307-672-4000 
 

Or enter location, check in/out date, and enter the 
group code #042426LIO under Special Rates: 

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com 
(Click on $74 rate for King and Double options) 

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/
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Submitted by Pat Mahon 
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Lions State Convention Golf Tournament 
Thursday, April 23 
Buffalo Golf Club 

Sponsored by  the Story Lions Club 

“The Hidden Gem” 

Join us at Buffalo’s 4 Star Public Golf Course and take in the 
views of the Big Horn Mountains’ eastern slope. The 18-hole 
course is surrounded by mature trees and is ready for you to 
play. 

Please arrive early on Thursday, April 23 as reserved tee 
times are between 12:00 and 12:30 pm. The cost is about $75 
for 18 holes with a cart, making for a great day of golf in 
Wyoming. We have spots for sixteen golfers, but more can join 
if needed. 

The Story Lions Club is hosting this event. To reserve your 
spot, please contact Lion Larry Durante at email 
bighorn@vcn.com. 



We Serve Wyoming   Convention Issue     Page 8 



We Serve Wyoming   Convention Issue     Page 9 



We Serve Wyoming   Convention Issue     Page 10 

Speed Learning 
District 15 Convention 
On Saturday, April 25, 2026, 1:30 to 3:00 pm Speed Learning 
Activities  

The participants are divided into 8 groups. To start each group is 
assigned to a presenter. Each presenter will present for 8 minutes and 
then the groups will rotate clockwise. Each group will attend each 
presenter. At the end there will be a 9th station where participants can 
choose to go back to a presenter so they can answer any questions 
they have. 

Sessions this year include 
LCIF,  
RMLEB Grant Writing, 
Membership Growth,  
Service Carnivals,  
LCI Grants,  
RMLEIF,  
Plus Optic, 
Leos 

Come and learn 

On Friday , April 24, at 1:00 pm Class 
Sessions: 

LCI Website & Lions Portal – PCC Jim 
Reynolds, Lion Glenda Reynolds, PDG David 
Orr 

Zone Chair – DGE Amy Bomgarnder, 
PDG Gary Roadifer 

Buy A Wyoming Lions Baseball Jersey

Jersey price is $25 with 
imprint of the front with the 
Lions logo on the left side and 
Lions with On Deck under 
Lions on the right side. On the 
back will be USA with 250 
under USA. 
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Submitted by: PID John Harper, PDG Gary Roadifer and GMT Mary Brown 

A major goal for Lions Club International is to have 1.5 million members by the end of 2027. At 
present LCI membership is 1,374,920. 

With this goal in mind, Lions of United States is having a major push to grow clubs and members. 
More clubs and members mean more service.  

Looking at the membership data for United States and its Affiliates we have 258,958 members. 
This number of membership places us as only the 3rd largest area in Lion membership behind India 
and Southeast Asia. Lion membership in Wyoming is 831, which is a drop of 5 Lions from last year. It 
is important that we as Lions and Lion Clubs work to recruit new Lion members and charter new 
clubs. 

Below is a tool that we encourage Lion Clubs to use to look at your community and Club in 
recruitment of membership. 

6 Steps in 60 Minutes 

1. 2-3 Club Members
2. List of people that are doers in the community
3. List of Groups in the community
4. Find Shared Values
5. Connect to a Cause
6. Invite to One Action

Notice-Ask-Show-Invite-Follow up 

More clubs and members mean more service 
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Casper Mountain Lions Club 

The Casper Mountain Lions Club has donated turkeys to the Holy Cross 
Food Bank at Christmas for several years.  

The three Casper Mountain Lions picked up and delivered 36 
turkeys from Albertson's East Side in Casper to the Holy Cross Food 
Bank in North Casper. Hunger is just one of the many initiatives the 
Casper Mountain Lions Club supports  

If you would like to know more about the Casper Mountain Lions 
Club, visit our website or our Facebook page.   

Club News 

Albertsons East 
Side provided the 
turkeys. 

Staff works with 
Lions Joe Koening 
and Robert Porter 

Lions Joe Koening, 
Robert Porter and Ted 
Graff deliver turkeys to 
the Holy Cross Food 
Bank in North Casper. 

Submitted by Ted Graff 



We Serve Wyoming   Convention Issue     Page 14 

Laramie Lions 
The Laramie Lions Club, The Quadra Dangle Society, and The Laramie Plains 
Lions Club did a Partnership Food Drive on Jan 11, 2026 with donations going 
to the Laramie Interfaith. We also accepted cash. 

Burns Lions Club hosted the rodeo dance 
following The Frozen Fury on the Plains at 
Archer, Saturday, Feb 7th. We are also 
having a raffle for a side by side to be 
drawn at Burns Day.  

Burns Lions Club 

Submitted by Lew Lyons 

Submitted by Kayla Madler 
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Torrington Lions Club 

Val Grant reaches her 20 years of being a 
Lion. Mel Gabel just recently passed away. 
 

Wheatland Lions would invite any and all 
clubs to look into hosting a ride on pedal 
tractor competition for kids.  We have done 
this at our fair for several years with 
convert 70 kids competing.  We have two 
tractors that we would happily talk about 
bringing to your event and helping with the 
event.  For more information contact Tom 
Bramlet. 

Wheatland Lions Club 

Mel Gabel was 
inducted into the 
Wyoming Lions Hall of 
Fame at the 2026 
state convention. 

Submitted by Jaime Hazen 

Submitted by Amy Bomgardner 
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Casper Mountain Lion Club Supports Annual Wyoming Rendezvous for Students 
with Visual Impairments 
 
Members of the Casper Mountain Lions Club, Hubert Townsend and G. Scott Novotny, spent time this 
past week volunteering at the Wyoming Rendezvous, a specialized event for students with visual 
impairments, their families, and primary caregivers. 

The event was held on February 12, 2026, from 10:00 am-2:00 pm at the Casper Mountain Trail 
Center (Nordic Center). The event brought together a supportive community of teachers, school 
administrators, and service providers for a day of education, recreation, and connection for students 
attending. 

A Day of Recreation and Resources 

The Wyoming Rendezvous is designed to bridge the gap between outdoor recreation and access to 
essential resources for students with visual impairments. The event provided a unique opportunity for 
attendees to build a community among families and professionals navigating similar experiences. 

Key highlights of the event included: 

Accessible Recreation: 

Students enjoyed cross-country skiing and snowshoeing on Casper Mountain, with family 
members and school staff present. To ensure accessibility for all, the event provided free ski rentals, 
snowshoes, sleds, and boots from Mountain Sports and Gannet Peak Sports. 

Professional Support: 

Consultants from WDE Vision Outreach Services and other partner agencies were on-site to 
answer questions and provide guidance. Sight-impaired games and activities were provided as 
alternatives for students who had enough of the mountain air and needed a break. 

Education: 

Parents and school staff received targeted guidance on the specific supports available for 
children with vision loss. 

To further thank families and volunteers, a free lunch was provided to all attendees and support 
staff. 

It was a very rewarding experience for Lions Hubert and Scott N, and we felt privileged to have the 
opportunity to help. 

 

Casper Mountain Lions Club 

Submitted by G. Scott Novotny 
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 Get to know YOUR ROCKY MOUNTAIN LIONS EYE BANK.  We invite you to take about 3 minutes and 
check this out.   
Thank YOU!.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WB3t5oCN5qY 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WB3t5oCN5qY
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Lions of Wyoming District 15 
 Ron Leathers  
 District Governor 
  wylionsrl@gmail.com 
 
 Bonnie Harrison IPDG 
 bonharrison708@charter.net 
 
Amy Bomgardner 
 First Vice District Governor  
  lionamybom@gmail.com 
 
 Kayla Madler 
 Second Vice District Governor 
 kjmadler@gmail.com 
 
James F. Reynolds PCC  
 Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer 
 District Administrator 
  jreyno9153@aol.com 
 

Preferred text format: 
Word 

Photos: jpg 

 

Does your club have a project or 
program worth R-r-r-oaring about? 
Wyoming Lions want to hear about it! 
Send information and photos so we can 
roar with you! 

 
Please send your articles and photos 

by email to: grlebhart@aol.com 

 

Gary Roadifer PDG 
 Global Leadership Team Coordinator  
 (GLT) 
garyroadifer@rtconnect.net 
 
Mary Brown 
Global Membership Team Coordinator 
(GMT) 
mbrownltc@aol.com 
 
Barbara Peterson 
Global Service Team Coordinator 
(GST) 
noctume_cvs@yahoo.com 
 
Leland McDonald PDG 
Global Extension Team 
Coordinator (GET) 
 
Glenda Reynolds 
Publications Chair  
grlebhart@aol.com 

Remember 
These Dates! 

District 15 State Convention 
and Cabinet Meeting 

April 24-26, 2026 
Sheridan, WY 

Club Host-Big Horn Lions Club 
 

108th Lions International 
Convention 

July 3-7, 2026 
Hong Kong, China 

 
USA/Canada Lion Leadership 

Forum 
September 3-5, 2026 
Memphis, Tennessee  
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