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Lions of Wyoming: A Season of Service and Dedication

As District Governor for the Lions of Wyoming, I've had the pleasure of visiting
clubs across the district, and | am truly inspired by the incredible work being done
in our communities. Each club is a testament to the Lions’ mission of service,
bringing people together to make a tangible difference in the lives of others.

Our district is alive with meaningful service projects. Clubs have been helping
citizens with eye glass grants and cataract surgeries, honoring veterans, organizing
efforts like the Empty Stocking Fund to ensure no family feels forgotten, and
assembling Christmas boxes and toy drives to spread holiday cheer to children in need. These projects
embody the true spirit of Lions’ dedication to serving our neighbors.

In addition to service, many clubs talked about their fundraising efforts. From fishing derbies, pancake
breakfasts, golf tournaments, family-friendly turkey shoots, snowmobile raffles, holiday bazaars, Christmas
gift raffles and ice fishing derbies, these events not only raise vital funds for community programs but also
foster camaraderie and fun in our communities.

It's heartwarming to witness the creativity, dedication, and hard work of Lions across our district. You are
each making a profound impact, proving that even small acts of service can ripple out to create meaningful
change.

As we start the new year, | encourage all our Lions to continue striving toward our shared vision. Make
your mark! Be unstoppable! Together, we can strengthen our communities and change the world!

Yours in service,
Bonnie Harrison
District Governor
Lions of Wyoming Club News 2
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Club News

Burns Lions Club

Our club has been at it again. We had our Charter Club Meeting August 1st. We
helped serve food at National Night Out with the Sheriff's Department August
6th, we served food for back to school night in Burns, August 15th and we had
the Lions Train in our homecoming parade, carrying the Homecoming Royalty
September 26th. We also have a Fall Social/Dance coming up October 26th
and a Co-Ed Volleyball Tournament November 15-16th. And we have inducted 7
new members since August 1st. We have 47 charter members.

| : PDG Ken Moore, CO and PDG Gary
Roadifer presents Kayla Madler a Melvin
Jones Fellow.
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Gillette Lions Club
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The Gillette Lions Club is celebrating its 100th anniversary.
The club hosted its 13th annual turkey shoot. A Savage Revel
Classic 22 LR Lever Action rifle, featuring a walnut stock, an
18-inch barrel, and a 12+1 capacity, was raffled off. Tickets
for the raffle were sold at $10 each, with a total of only 200
tickets available.

Submitted by Stu Bechtel

Cody Lions Club

The Cody Lions Turkey Day Shoot took place
on Saturday, November 23. They sold nearly
2,200 tickets for the loaded 2024 Toyota
truck. Additionally, they donated or gave
away 5,000 turkeys and game hens.

Submitted by Chris Sieg

Newcastle Lions Club

Pinnacle Bank of Wyoming's Newcastle branch has an annual fundraiser
called Festival of Trees on the first Friday in December each year. Various
organizations can apply for those funds. Newcastle Lions club was one of
five organizations approved to receive a portion of those funds. Our club
members had a table there from which we serve shacks and mingled with
attendees to encourage upping their bids on the silent auction items as with
the regular auction.

Thanks to our newest member, Todd Roseborough, for spearheading this
effort.

For several years our club has maintained an abandoned cemetery that is
on private property. With our withering and aging membership, we are
unable to do the work ourselves. For a time, we were able to have the
inmates at the Wyoming Honor Conservation Camp do the work. They will

no longer provide that service, so we are soliciting help from other entities.

Submitted by Leonard Nack



We Serve Wyoming Fall/Winter Issue 2024-5 4

Casper Mountain Lions Club

Thanks to our new member, Lion Hubert Townsend, we now have a
clear answer for those asking where to donate used eyeglasses in
Casper. When someone learns you're a Lion, they often ask, “Where
can | donate my old glasses?”

Lion Townsend joined our club in May 2024 and has truly
revitalized the eyeglass collection efforts in Casper. He has installed a
drive-up drop box on Country Club Road, near the intersection of 12th
Street and Country Club Road. To his surprise, this drop box has
received many donations, all without any publicity other than word of
mouth.

EYEGLASS

RECYCLE

Additionally, he has set up collection boxes at various
ophthalmology and optometry offices. One of his unique strategies
involves visiting different churches in the area and asking if he can
place a collection box in the foyer for a few Sundays. He also requests
that the staff announce the initiative at the end of services,
encouraging congregants to bring their old eyeglasses over the next
two Sundays. In one instance, he was invited to explain the Lions of
Wyoming program during a setrvice.

Lion Townsend has expressed how much he enjoys getting out
into the community and meeting new people around the city.

Casper Mountain Lions Club delivered 40 turkeys to Holy Cross
Center Food Bank in North Casper this morning. Attached are photos for
social media. Pictured is Crystal Jensen Walmart Department Manger
who came in on her day off to have the turkeys ready for delivery this
morning. Pictured is Lion . Bob Porter and Vivian Graf former employee
of Wal-Mart who helped with the arrangement of the project. Lion Joe
Koenig is a volunteer of the Holy Cross Food is pictured wheeling in the

part of the donation.

Submitted by Ted Graf




Cheyenne Sunrise Lions Club

One of the ongoing projects of the Sunrise Lions Club is
the vision screening of pre-school-aged children. From
September through November of 2024, the club has
visited 6 locations in Cheyenne to test the vision of
children. Using a PlusOptix screening camera, one of
the Lions takes a photo of the child’s eyes. The camera
analyzes the eyes and gives a Pass/Refer rating. The
parents of a child with a Refer rating are given a referral
report to give to their eyecare professional for further
evaluation. So far this school year, we have screened
142 children and referred 6 of them. The average age
of the kiddos is about 4 years old. Most of our club’s
screeners are retired educators who realize the
importance of a child having good vision before
learning to read.

In addition to screening the vision of the children, we
provide each of the students at the facility with a small
age-appropriate paperback book for them to take
home. Our Literacy Project has handed out several
thousand books to children over the last decade.

More day care and pre-school screenings are being
scheduled for after the first of the year, including a
screening to assist the Pine Bluffs Lions Club at a day
care facility in their community.

Support for the screenings and the book donations
comes from the club’s annual Ride for Sight event, held
each August.

Shown in these photos is a young girl “posing” for her
vision screening. Also shown is a portion of a referral
report sent home to the parents of a child needing
further evaluation.
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Vision screening report
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Date of measurement: 11/13/2024
os

Refraction [dpt]
+3.00-1.2588° +300-1.2592°

Spherical equivalent [dpy
+250 +225

Gaze asymmetry 5]
30
Pupil diameter [mm)
72 72
Pupil distance [mm)
53

Submitted by Deane Skinner

The Cheyenne
Sunrise Lions Club
participates in a
Trunk and Treat
before Halloween at
the Old West
Museum.

Photo by PDG Dave Orr




Sheridan Sundowners Lions Club
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Sheridan Sundowners Lions Mane Event Gravel
Grinder Bike Ride Held this Fall

Sheridan Sundowner Lions Club held their 4th annual
Mane Event bike ride fundraiser on September 28 on
the gravel roads around Wyarno, 9 miles east of
Sheridan. Riders had choices of 25, 50 or 80 mile
rides.

All the rides started and finished at the
Wyarno Bar and Grill. This year lunch was delicious
fresh locally grown beef hamburgers donated by
Western Heritage Meat Co. of Sheridan. There were
48 riders signed up for the event which were all over
75% on non-paved roads back in the hills. The course
is very popular with the riders, as it features lots of
hills and beautiful views of the wide open country
Wyoming is famous for. The weather was cool and
comfortable, with great temperatures, no wind or
rain. Local riders competed with cyclists from
Billings, West Yellowstone, Cody, Denver, Fort Collins,
Gillette, and South Dakota, among others.

During lunch raffle tickets were drawn for
men’s and women’s sunglasses donated by Wyo
Vision Associates of Sheridan and an art print
entitled “American Indian” created by Western Artist,
Cameron Blagg. We had a special guest speaker,
Mark Bucksen, who shared how our club helped him
save his sight after he contracted a very aggressive
type of cataract disease. Final entertainment was
local band, Tres Amigos, featuring our very own Lions
member of 52 years, Bill Rathburn.

The Sheridan Sundowners Lions Club would
like to thank all of our participants, volunteers, and
sponsors. We invite you back for our fifth annual
Mane Event Gravel Grinder, scheduled for September
27, 2025. For more information, please visit our
website: maneeventgravel.com

Submitted by Gail Vanderpoel



Pine Bluffs Lions Club

Pine Bluffs Lions donates 10 sweatshirts
to the Pine Bluffs Senior Center.

Lion President Tanya Lyons recognizes
the Pine Bluffs High School Student of
the quarter, Luiz Martinez along with his

parents Janette and Luis Martinez.

Lion President Tanya
Lyons ringing the bell for
the Salvation Army.
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Pine Bluffs Lions donates 10
sweatshirts to the Pine Bluffs
Elementary.

The District 15 winning
Peace Poster is artist Taryn
Rohaley, a 6th grader at
Pine Bluffs Elementary. This
year's theme is "Peace
Without Limits".

The Pine Bluffs Lions hosts the Author's
Winter Festival. Twenty-one authors were
in attendance, displaying and selling their
books to the public. The event was in

seasonal festive: cookies galore, hot

chocolate, coffee, and holiday decorations. |
Santa Claus was also present to add to the

event. Liz Roadifer has her

books displayed.

Submitted by PDG Gary Roadifer
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Laramie Plains Lions Club

Laramie Plains Lions Club donated $550
worth of haircut supplies to the Wyoming

National Guard stationed in Syria.

We discovered that our troops were unable
to get “comfortable” haircuts on the post. The
only barber, a local, has equipment that is
old and in very poor condition. In an effort to
support our Wyoming troops we donated and
shipped: clippers, capes, scissors, and beard
trimmers to the only barber who cuts their
hair.

The Laramie Plains Lions
Club always has an Ice
Fishing Derby the first full
weekend of January at
Beautiful Lake Hattie
Wyoming. Our club has taken
on the project of taking care
of the picnic area. This year
we were able to re-stain all
the tables. Pictured are Lion
Mike Heller and Lion Lew
Lyon hard at work.

Next summer we hope to
repair the cooking grills and
put another coat of stain on
the tables

Submitted by 1VDG Ron Leathers
and Dick Wynes

g

PDG Lee McDonald did a very good
job as supervisor.
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Laramie Plains Lions Club

The Laramie Plains Lions Club (LPCI) celebrate their
Charter Day (9 April 1965). The LPCI was sponsored by
the Laramie Lions Club (Chartered 1920). Lion Clint Har-
ris has been a Lion the longest of members, starting
with the LPLCI in 1973, transferring to Mountain View
Lions, then to Evanston Lions, and back to LPLCI. How-
ever, Lion Lew Lyon has the longest continuous longevi-
ty membership in the club. When asked when he became a Lion he said he could not
answer since the Lions motto of Service to Others has applied to him forever. His first
impression of Club membership was not favorable as his experience with a clubs’
members using the facilities that he worked at in the early seventy’s spent more time
in the bar living from paycheck to paycheck. In the spring of 1983 Lion Calvin VanZee
invited Lew to attend a meeting of the Laramie Plains Lions Club for breakfast. Those
club members were primarily educators and a few businessmen who had to work dur-
ing the day. Therefore, they got down to club business quickly. Fund raising and pro-
jects were done on weekends. At the time there were three Lions Clubs (Laramie Li-
ons, Laramie Plains, an Evening Club) and the Gem City Lioness Club. In 1983 the pri-
mary fund raising project was selling firewood. Charter member Lion Crede Wheat
would take his draft horses to the mountains, drag logs to his semi, and haul the tim-
ber to Lion Dick Strom’s ranch to be stored, cut, and split. In 1992 the LPLCI partnered
with the Laramie Chamber Ag Committee starting the Annual Ice Fishing Derby split-
ting proceeds. In all those years only one time was the Derby canceled due to lack of
ice. Once the Laramie Chamber Ag Committee dissolved, the LPLCI continued to host
the Derby with the 2024 Derby being our 31st successful fund raising event. Our club
supports the Albany County Fair Youth Awards, Recycling Eyeglasses. Lions Sight Con-
servation, Downtown Health Clinic at the local level. At District 15 (State of Wyoming)
level we support the Allen H. Stewart Lions Camp and the Lions of Wyoming Founda-
tion. At the Regional/National level we support the Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Bank,
the Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Institute Foundation, Leader Dogs for the Blind, Lions
Clubs International Foundation.

AUTHOR: Lion Lewis Gordon Lyon
Submitted by PDG Lew Lyon
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Riverton Lions Club
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~ RIVERTON LIONS CLUB 2024 RECAP

3usy and rewarding year starting out with an RV camping trip to Custer
State Park the last weekend in June. Spectacular visits to Mt. Rushmore.
Shief Crazy Horse Monument, Needles Highway, 1880 Train Ride, Jewel
Cave, and other fun places to shop and eat.

Then we came back and finished up our peach and pear fundraising
project. We pre-sold about 450 cases of peaches and 150 cases of pears
June through July and arranged customer pickup in early August. It wasn’
chaotic when everyone came in on an early 3 hour Saturday morning to

pick up their order, but a canopy and lawn chairs were not in much use thz
morning.

The Club put together a nice float used in the Lander and Dubois 4th of

July celebrations, finishing up with the same float(plus improvements) in
the Fremont County Fair parade.

Finished up the year with our annual Pancake Supper on December 9th at
the Riverton Elks Club facility. We fed about 140-150 people in a 2-hour
period and asked that the patrons bring canned good(s) to help the Elks
Club reach their goal of providing holiday meals to 200+ families.

Our ongoing project is to build a bathroom facility at the Lions Picnic
Shelter in Sunset Park. Grant requests to help with the cost were enough to
move forward on Phase 1 of 2 with the help of Wind River Job Corps.

Weekly meetings continue to provtclg:fellowship and laughter, always an

enjoyable time. Having a speak are that encourages new
ideas to help ow gcmmgﬁny o, :

Submitted by Daniel Moline




We Serve Wyoming Fall/Winter Issue 20245 11

Torrington Lions Club

Get Ready Lions for the 2025 Wyoming State Convention
Brought to you by the Torrington Lions Club

April 25t through April 27th, 2025. Torrington, Wy 82240

Submitted by Amy Bomgardner



We Serve Wyoming Fall/Winter Issue 20245 12

District 15 News

Bridget Munoz

October 31, 1960 * July 5, 2024

Bridget Munoz, a remarkable person from Pine
Bluffs, donated her organs upon passing in July.
Her corneas restored eyesight for recipients in
Sweden and England. Additionally, one of her
kidneys was given to a recipient who now enjoys
a better quality of life.

GIVER of LIFE
THROUGH DONATION

Regional Lions Leadership Institute

Three Wyoming Lions receive their certificate of completing the
Regional Lions Leadership Institute held September 20-22nd from
PID Ken Schwols

Amy Bomgardner of the
Torrington Lions Club

Kellie Roadifer of the
Tanya Lyons of the Pine Buffalo Lions Club
Bluffs Lions Club

About 25 individuals gathered at the Wyoming
Capitol for a proclamation reading, recognizing
October 15, 2024 as White Cane Awareness Day.
Cheyenne Sunrise Lions Club was a cosponsor of the
event. Area Lions were in attendance. President
Cheryl Godley of the Wyoming Council of the Blind
emphasized the importance of advocacy for the
visually impaired and raising awareness among
sighted individuals. She explained the importance of
Friday’s gathering. "This is pretty exciting because
what it does is, it's an opportunity to advocate on
behalf of people with visual impairments. The white
cane allows us to navigate our environment and be
oriented to what is around us. And then the white
cane also serves as a reminder to people who are
sighted, to be more aware and more considerate."
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Lions of Wyoming
Gary Roadifer, LICF District Coordinator
y -

Congratulations to the 3 winners of the Razzle/Dazzle Raffle: Gail Heimbuck of Cheyenne
Sunrise Lions, Diane Lyons of the Pine Bluffs Lions, and K ecordof the Gillette Lions.

’ Eac“vinner won a MJF or a Progressive MJF. | thank all the Lions and Lions Clubs of Wyo-
ming that participated in the raffle. With your support, the raffle raised $3,200 for Lions
Clubs International Foundation.

1 District 15 Goal for 2024-2025 is $26,977. Based upon 884 Lion members, this equals
$30.50 a year per member, which is $2.54 a month or $0.36 a day.

I encourage all lions to become monthly donors to LCIF. You choose what you want to do-
nate each month, as little as $1.00 a month up to $100.00, you decide. If you decide to
be a monthly donor, go to the link, and sign up.

htt w.lionsclubs.org/en/donate?utm_source=LCIF-homepage-photo-
loc &utm_medium=button&utm_campaignh=LCIF-donate

-

y & ‘

Greetings, Lions of District 15

As Global Service Team Coordinator (GST), | was just looking through all the
service activities that Lions District 15 clubs have reported throughout the year
in the Lions Portal.

Lots of great activities and community service there!

I'd just like to emphasize, for those clubs that haven't been able to report their
service activities on a regular basis, that | am here to help you!

If you don’t have time to input your own activities, just send me the info -
what the activity was, how many Lions in your club participated, how many non we Serve
Lions if any, how many hours were spent on the project, and so on, and I'll be
happy to input this data for you.

And if you'd like me to write up accounts of your club’s service projects for We
Serve, I'll be happy to do that as well!

Let’s Serve in the New Year!

Barbara Peterson

noctume_cvs@yahoo.com



https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/donate?utm_source=LCIF-homepage-photo-lockup&utm_medium=button&utm_campaign=LCIF-donate
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/donate?utm_source=LCIF-homepage-photo-lockup&utm_medium=button&utm_campaign=LCIF-donate
mailto:noctume_cvs@yahoo.com
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Lions of Wyoming: Marketing Grant Fuels Growth and Awareness

Fellow Lions,

S
As | have visited clubs across the district this \ ' ﬁ - [
year, one of my key messages has been the < B ‘ —~k,

importance of marketing our clubs—telling our
communities who we are and what we do. Lions
Clubs play a vital role in our neighborhoods, and
it’s time to amplify our voice so more people can
join us in serving others.

| am thrilled to announce that | applied for and received a Marketing Grant from Lions Clubs
International (LCI) to support this mission.

The Challenge and Our Goal

When applying for the grant, | identified a significant issue: declining membership in Lions Clubs
across Wyoming. To address this, our initial goal is to increase public awareness of the Lions Clubs
across the entire state. Our ultimate objective is to grow our membership by 20%.

How You Can Use the Grant Funds

| would like to use a portion of this grant money to help clubs within our district promote their
events. If your club has an upcoming event and would like to advertise it, please send me a request.
Clubs may ask for $250 for advertising of the event.

Include the following details in your request:

1. Club Name

2. Event Description

3. Advertising Plan: How you plan to use marketing (e.g., social media ads, flyers, radio
spots, etc.).

Accountability and Effectiveness

To ensure that our marketing efforts are successful, we must demonstrate the impact of these
funds. If your event has been held before, you’ll heed to provide a comparison of attendance
numbers between the current event and previous ones to show the effectiveness of the marketing.

This is an exciting opportunity for all of us to shine a light on the remarkable work Lions do and to
invite more people to join our cause. Together, we can grow stronger and continue serving our
communities with even greater impact.

Thank you for your dedication and for being part of this journey. | look forward to receiving your
ideas and requests soon!

Yours in service,
Bonnie Harrison
District Governor
Lions of Wyoming
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Wyoming Lions Club’s, Don’t Miss the Opportunity!
Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Bank Eye Surgery Grant

In the past year the Lions Clubs from Sheridan County have
had the opportunity to help with 5 eye surgeries. The
surgeries have been for people that were unable to pay for
their service, because they didn’t have insurance to pay for
/% all of the cost, and/or the means to pay.

o~ These surgeries have been paid for by a joint effort between
; :;7{] the Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Bank (RMLEB) Eye Surgery
N ‘ Fund Grant, 80%, Lions of Wyoming Foundation Grant, 10%
T and the 3 Lion Clubs in Sheridan County, 10%, Big Horn
Lions Club, Sheridan Sundowners Lions Club and the Story Lions Club.

The Lion Clubs from Sheridan County joined together in 1988 to pay for corneal transplants in both
eyes, for an individual that did not have the ability pay or insurance. This was long before any help was
available from the RMLEB Surgery Fund and the Lions of Wyoming Foundation. The Clubs still pay equal
amounts regardless which Club applies for the Eye Surgery Grant.

Please go to the RMLEB website at https://corneas.com, click on Lions and then Eye Surgery Grant.
You can then print everything, including instructions, application and verification. When that is done,
please read the instructions and then read them again to make sure nothing was missed in the 1st
reading. A couple of things you must remember are to get the application into the RMLEB office no later
than the last day of the month before the Board of Directors meet. Look for this information in the
instructions. This gives them time to ask any questions they may have before the Board meets and

secondly, the grant application must be approved before the surgery is performed. They will notify you of
the decision the week after the Board meets.

The application is a 5 page form and make sure everything is filled out and signed by everyone,
Patient, Doctor and the Lion from the sponsoring Lions Club.

| have found that if you have any questions, staff at the Doctors Office may be able to help or call the
RMLEB at 720-848-3937 or 800-444-7479.

When you have finished the application please send a copy to the RMLEB and the President of the
Lions of Wyoming Foundation, either by mail or email. You can find the address information in the Lions of
Wyoming District 15 Directory for 2024-2025.

Submitted by PDG Jim Rapp


https://corneas.com
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Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Institute Foundation

P
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i For the advancement of eye research, education, and care

at the University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus

Seasons Greetings,

Thanks to the generous support of Lions and Lions Clubs in Colorado and Wyoming, the Rocky Mountain
Lions Eye Institute Foundation (RMLEIF) continues to make a profound impact by raising funds for the
Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Institute at the Sue Anschutz-Rodgers Eye Center. This parthership ensures pa-
tients like Christian receive sight-saving care.

At just 4 months old, Christian was diagnosed with retinoblastoma, a rare and aggressive eye cancer,
when Dr. Scott Oliver discovered six tumors in his eyes. Today, at 4 years old, Christian leads a normal,

active life, with glasses protecting his right eye and compensating for slight vision loss.

Lions’ past contributions to RMLEIF have been instrumental in expanding and equipping exam areas,
providing patient assistance for access to care, and supporting the low vision program which helps individ-
uals with visual impairments maximize their remaining sight, maintain independence, and improve their
quality of life.

As we look to the future, the need for expanded services and outreach continues to grow. Please consid-
er donating to RMLEIF. Every gift, no matter the size, has a direct and meaningful impact on the lives of
those we serve in our region.

Thank you for your ongoing dedication and service as we make a lasting difference in our communities.

With sincere appreciation,
Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Institute Foundation Board
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Share the circle of light
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Mission: To fulfill the wishes of eye donors and
their families to help another overcome blindness
through transplantation and research.

A project of the Lions of
Colorado and Wyoming

Fiscal Quarterly Report to the Lions Clubs of Colorado and Wyoming

At a Glance

Fiscal Year Financial Report
July 1, 2024- Sept 30, 2024

Expenses

ADMINIStration ......ccccceeeeeeeecveeeeeeieeenens $113,471
[T 1| $2,285
Tissue Recovery/Processing ............ $1,294,461
Community Relations/Fundraising....... $119,072
Total EXPENnSes ..uueeeeeeseeessnsssnanans $1,529,289
Revenue

Tissue Recovery &
Processing Reimbursement .............
Contributions ........ccccecevienns
Total Operations Revenue ....

Net Investments .......cccccceeeeciiiernnnnns

Tissue Recovery &
Placement
July 2024 -Sept 2024

Tissues Recovered

1212
Tissues Placed
244 338 67
0 500 1000 1500

W United States W Worldwide

Research/Training

0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000

Q1 Updates

25 Years of Service

We wish to recognize and thank executive director, John Lohmeier,
CEBT, on 25 years of service to the Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Bank
(RMLEB)! John began his RMLEB career in 1999 as a recovery
technician. He has worked a number of positions with increasing
responsibility, including quality assurance manager, technical
manager, and appointed as executive director in 2019. John has been
published in seven research journal articles, and is certified through the
Eye Bank Association of America as an eye bank technician.

Welcome, New Employees!

Since July, RMLEB has onboarded seven new employees into the
technical department, including six Donor Recovery Coordinators
(DRCs) and one Processing Support Technician (PST).

Circle of Light Still Going Strong

RMLEB board members,

feft to right:

Lion Bruce Heimbuck, Lion Carole
Kitchell, PDG Gwen Balk, PDG Ted
Wenckus (Vice President), and

Lion Glenn Stanko (President).
S

The Circle of Light Photo Project was officially installed at Denver
International Airport in Concourse A in September. RMLEB board
members took a tour before their board meeting. The exhibit can be
viewed now through February/March 2025.

New locations continue to be added for hosting the Circle of Light
Photo Project; the most current schedule for locations and dates can
be found at https://corneas.org/colpp-exhibits.

Colorado Gives Day

Colorado Gives Day is December 10, and online giving has already
opened. You can make your year-end contribution online at
coloradogives.org.

“Just a short note with high thanks for your family’s generosity. Thanks to you and your family [ have great eyesight again. More
than I ever expected to have again. Thanks so much.” — Cornea recipient, writing to the donor’s family

1675 Aurora Ct, Mail Stop F751, Aurora, CO 80045

720-848-3937  www.corneas.org

(> NinBON £
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ACCREDITED
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dmleb

Share the circle of light

December 3, 2024
Good afternoon,

Over the past several months, a number of our partners in the donation process have been contacted by

reporters regarding former eye bank employees and our organization. This has resulted in some negative
media coverage recently on tissue and organ donation, including an article on the Rocky Mountain Lions

Eye Bank.

First, let’s be clear that Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Bank (RMLEB) is not under any kind of investigation
and continues to maintain its accreditation with the Eye Bank Association of America (EBAA). We provid-
ed information to these reporters to help readers understand the importance of our work, the guidelines
and policies followed to ensure our processes are to the highest standard, data to give context, and
RMLEB shared stories of hope from our valuable donors and corneal transplant recipients. Much of this
information was not included in the article. Additionally, we have updated our Frequently Asked Questions

to further provide transparency and awareness: https://corneas.org/Donation-FAQ.

We are disappointed in the negative focus of this piece, which relies on the perspectives of several for-
mer RMLEB employees who have not been with our organization for multiple years. RMLEB, like most or-
ganizations, does not publicly comment on personnel issues. Nor do we discuss specific donations as a
matter of privacy to donor families.

The former employees interviewed in this article do not represent our present-day workforce. We proud-
ly continue to strengthen our culture and make RMLEB a great place to work. Because you are a trusted
partner, we’d like to share a few of the many steps we are taking to prioritize culture: implementing new
employee feedback structures, including one-to-one meetings with supervisors three times per year and
360 reviews; utilizing the Culture Index in our hiring process and employee development; and incorporat-
ing the organizational vision into our daily processes. Many of these activities are based on exit interview
feedback, including input we received from the former employees interviewed for the article.

Again, beyond our own internal policies, control levels and best practices for national eye banking stand-
ards, we follow strict guidelines set by regulating agencies, including the EBAA and the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA).

We appreciate your continued partnership and shared responsibility in giving people the gift of sight. If
you have any questions or concerns, please contact our Community and Professional Relations Manager,
Jenn Venerable, at jvenerable@corneas.org.

Thank you,

John Lohmeier
Executive Director


https://corneas.org/Donation-FAQ

We remember...Forever a Lion
Dick Dickinson, a 10 year member of Big
Horn Lions Club

Mark Whitehead, a 15 year member of
Cody Lions Club

Philip Weber, a 61 year member of Snake
River Valley Lions Club

Don’t
FORGET!
A
® @
Remember
These Dates!

District 15 Cabinet Meeting
Saturday, February 8, 2025
9:00 AM via Zoom

District 15 State Convention and
Cabinet Meeting

April 26, 2025
Torrington, WY

More details to follow.

Preferred text format: Word

107t Lions International Convention
July 13-17, 2025

Orlando, Florida

Photos: jpg

We Serve Wyoming

Lions of Wyoming District 15

Bonnie Harrison
District Governor
bonharrison708@charter.net

Leland McDonald PDG
Immediate Past District
Governor
leimcdona@msn.com

Ron Leathers
First Vice District Governor
wyofan@gmail.com

James F. Reynolds PCC
Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer
District Administrator
jreyno9153@aol.com

Gary Roadifer PDG

Global Leadership

Team Coordinator

(GLT)
garyroadifer@rtconnect.net

Mary Brown
Global Membership Team Coordinator
(GMT)

mbrownltc@aol.com

Fall/Winter Issue 20245 19

Barbara Peterson

Global Service Team Coordinator
(GST)

noctume_cvs@yahoo.com

Glenda Reynolds
Publications Chair
grlebhart@aol.com

Does your club have a project or program
worth R-r-r-oaring about? Wyoming Lions
want to hear about it! Send information and
photos so we can roar with you!

Please send your articles and photos as

email attachments, if possible to:
grlebhart@aol.com or mail to:

Lion Glenda Reynolds

Publications Chair

5149 McCue Drive,

Cheyenne, WY 82009

grlebhart@aol.com
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